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Postcards
Carol Landau was the clerk for the City of Lighthouse Point for several years.  

She was diagnosed with cancer for the first time in 1972.   
She has had three types since and many operations.   

She’s retired now but the cancer is back for a final visit.  
But before she leaves this world, she’s on a mission to show us all  

how to depart with style, humility and compassion. She has traveled in  
her camper-van for many months each year for a past few years.  

Her blog (carolsadventures.com)  captures  
her stories and photographs—so many more than we can show here.

But it’s her gifts of money to volunteer fire departments along her way  
and her amazing embrace of life that will be most remembered.  

We are honored to share some of her story on our pages.

 from Carol
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Postcards
The Western Half
“What an incredible and extraordinary experience I had exploring so much of 

the western half of the country. I have had so many people telling me that 

one day, they want to do what I did. If at all possible, start doing it now. 

Don’t keep putting it off. You can start like I did… take a vacation and fly 

or drive to somewhere you want to go. Then as you can schedule time, do 

it again. Maybe once a year, twice a year, once every year or two. You don’t 

have to do it all at once.”

Above  Carol Landau at Glaciar National Park, Montana    bAckground  Crater Lake, Oregon

 from Carol

“I took charge of my life, and lived it to the fullest I could.   
I have no unresolved issues or things unsaid to anyone. My spirit is at peace, what a gift.”

—CaroL Landau, 2011
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Mesa Verde National Park
If I have to pick just one favorite place, I would say Mesa Verde National Park 

in southwest Colorado, is at the top of the list. The cliff dwellings where 

Native people lived in about the 1100′s was incredible. To walk through the 

cliff houses where they lived so many years ago was inspiring, and beyond 

my imagination. I tried to visualize their life, how they built these structures 

with no modern tools. The size and weight of the rocks they had to cut, carry, 

move, and lift into position to build houses, rooms, kivas, etc. was beyond 

what I could comprehend. Yet, they did it. Now many centuries later, parts of 

their dwellings still stand.

Redwood ForestThe Redwood forest was also pretty awesome. I got to stand next to trees that were 1,500 and 2,000 years old. That really puts my age, size, and life  into perspective.
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cliff houses where they lived so many years ago was inspiring, and beyond 
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with no modern tools. The size and weight of the rocks they had to cut, carry, 

move, and lift into position to build houses, rooms, kivas, etc. was beyond 

what I could comprehend. Yet, they did it. Now many centuries later, parts of 

their dwellings still stand.

“Only a few close friends knew 
how bad my health was and the 
challenges I was facing as I traveled. 
For many years I have donated to 
various charities, and animal and 
wildlife care centers. I told very 
few friends about my charitable 
donations. I kept this very private. 
It seems now the time has come 
for this part of my life to become 
public. It’s been a tough decision, 
but I know that I prayed about 
it and God, through emails and 
messages from my friends, and 
those I helped, that now is the time 
to make it public in order to bring 
awareness to the needs of the 
volunteer fire departments around 
the country.”
Carol Landau
 

CaRol’s Road TRiP, 2011
1 Deerfield Beach, FL
2 Birmingham, AL
3 Nashville, TN
4 St. Louis, MO
5 Kansas City, KS
6 Omaha, NE
7 Broken Bow, NE
8 Custer, SD
9 Mt. Rushmore, SD
10 Sturgis, SD
11 Yellowstone National Park, WY
12 Grand Teton National Park, WY
13 Crater Lake, OR
14 Redwood National Forest, CA
15 Depoe Bay, OR
16 Cannon Lake, OR
17 Port Orchard, WA
18 Seattle, WA
19 LaConner, WA
20 Plymouth, WA
21 Pendleton, OR
22 Baker City, OR
23 Ogden, UT
24 Cortez, CO
25 Albuquerque, NM
26 Amarillo, TX
27 Oklahoma City, OK
28 Fort Worth, TX
29 Waco, TX
30 Lafayette, LA
31 Gulfport, MS
32 Tallahassee, FL
33 Deerfield Beach, FL

Visit carolsadventures.com  
to view maps for her  2012-2014 trips.
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albuquerque Balloon FiestaIn 2011, I got to explore Acoma Sky City, the Albuquerque Zoo and Biopark, and the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta and Balloon Fiesta part 2, and in 2012 I got to experience the Balloon Fiesta again. I had the amazing experience of crewing on a balloon the entire 9 days, going up in a balloon three times, and also volunteering at the event for the entire 9 days both years.

Baker City oregon
Baker City, Oregon was involved in the gold rush 

and one of the local banks has gold nuggets on 

display. I was given permission to take pictures 

in the lobby including the teller windows.  

 

Glacier National ParkPrepare the list of the places you would like to visit, and/or things you 
would like to do. Look at a map, perhaps there are places close together. 
I took a 10 day trip to Montana in 2009. I flew to Missoula, Montana, 
rented a car and drove almost 1,000 miles in 6 days and saw most 
of the state, including staying several days at Glacier National Park. I 
stopped in several small towns to explore them.
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 oregon Coast
It’s amazing how God could create such an incredible world with 

mountains, plains, rivers, oceans, and how nature, weather, and 

landscapes can change so dramatically and quickly. Driving along the 

ocean on the east coast and west coast of the United States is so 

different. The Oregon coast is beautiful with the large rock structures. 

There were times in several states when I would drive for hours and hours 

and not see any or only a few houses. I can’t imagine having to drive hours 

and hours to a store.

Golden spike National Monument
Going to Golden Spike National Monument was an unexpected detour. 

When I stopped at a small rural mechanics shop to ask directions 

and the couple told me about Golden Spike. I didn’t think I would 

like it because trains don’t really interest me. I am so glad I made 

the detour. It was one of the most interesting places where I got to 

experience history up close and personal. Golden Spike is where the 

east and west coast railroads met in Promontory, Utah. 

swinomish Canoe landing
Another extraordinary experience was attending canoe 

journey in 2011 called Paddle to Swinomish, and in 2012 

called Paddle to Squaxin Island. This is an annual event, 

held at a different tribe every year. Approximately 60 

Native American tribes paddle in canoes from Alaska, 

Canada, Oregon, and Washington. Every year they meet 

on a tribal ground where they have protocol ceremonies 

for 6 days, usually there are 8,000 to 10,000 people in 

attendance. 

Glacier National ParkPrepare the list of the places you would like to visit, and/or things you 
would like to do. Look at a map, perhaps there are places close together. 
I took a 10 day trip to Montana in 2009. I flew to Missoula, Montana, 
rented a car and drove almost 1,000 miles in 6 days and saw most 
of the state, including staying several days at Glacier National Park. I 
stopped in several small towns to explore them.
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